Three Days and Three Nights

MOST OF US have assumed that Yehowshua (Jesuspdigdood Friday” and rose from the dead early on
“Easter” Sunday morning. Since Yehowshua said heldvose “the third day,” some count part of Fricks/
one day, Saturday as the second, and part of Suaslape third. It is pointed out that sometimes an
expression like “the third day” can include omlgrts of days, a part of a day being counted as a wHdle.
Jewish Encyclopediaays, for example, that the day of a funeral, @éhenigh the funeral might take place
late in the afternoon, is counted as the firshefseven days of mourningyhe Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. 4,
p. 475, article: “Day”)

When Yehowshua said: “Behold, | cast out devilsg ando cures today, and tomorrow, and the day
following,” (Luke. 13:32,33), the day following “toorrow” would have been thilird day, even though
only parts of days would be involved. Many feelstlxplains the time element between the burial and
resurrection of the Father’'s Anointed Son.

There are Christians, however, who are not totsdlysfied with this explanation. Yehowshua ofterd $se
would rise “the third day” (Matt. 16:21 and MarkD:34). But he also spoke of this time period asde
three daysand three nights: “As Jonas was three days and thrgietsnin the whale’s belly,” he said, “so
shall the son of man lbree days and three nightsthe heart of the earth” (Matt. 12:38-40).

That the expression “the third day” can, scriptiyrainclude three days antthree nights can be seen In
Genesis 1:4-13: “Yhwihdividedthe light from the darkness. And Yhwh called tlghtiday, and the darkness
he called night. And the evening and the morningeviie first day..and the evening and the morning were
the second day...and the evening and the mornimg fhree periods of day and night] wehe thirdday.”
This provides an example of how the term “the tliagy” can be counted up and shownitelude three days
and nights.
While we have long favored the view we will preskate—which allows for three full days and nightsve-
would hasten to point out that, as Apostles, tlot fiee believe Yehowshua did live, die, and rosdraga
infinitely more important than some explanationmway offer regarding the time element of his burial.

Since there are twelve hours In a day and twelweshm a night (John 11:9,10), if we figure a ftiliree
days and three nights,” this would equal 72 hoBrg. was the time elememkactly 72 hours? Yehowshua
was to be in the tomb for “three days and thredétsigand aroséafter three days” (Mk. 8:3 1), We see no
reason to figure this as any less than a full 7@r$00On the other hand, if he was to be raised fitoen
dead“in three days” (John 2:19), this could not be amgre than 72 hours. To harmonize these various
statements, it does not seem unreasonable to agbamthe time period was exactly 72 hours. Aftiér a
Yhwh is known for exactness. He does everythingtram schedule. Nothing is accidental with him.

It was “when the fullness of time was come”---nakeogyear too early or one year too late, “Yhwh derth
his Son” (Gal. 4:4). The time for his anointing waseordained and spoken of by the prophet Daaglyvas
also the time when he would be “cut off’ for thesiof the people (Dan. 924—26). Those who triekilto
him before this time failed, for his “time” was ng#t come (John 7:8). And not only the year anctohhis
death, but the very hour was a part of the Divitanp“Father,” Yehowshua prayed, “the hour is carhe.
(John 17:1).

Since there was an exact time for him to be bomexact time for his anointing, an exact time fos h
ministry to begin, an exact time for his death, e no problem believing there was also an exas t
period between his burial and resurrection—-72 si@xactly.If this is correct, then the resurrection took
place at the same time of day that he was buriedy-tbree days later. What time of day was this?



Yehowshua died shortly after “the ninth hour” oreth in the afternoon (Matt. 27:46 to 50). “The Jews
becausdt was the preparation, that the bodies should noairermpon the cross on the Sabbathday, (for that
Sabbathwas an high day,) besought Pilate that tflegs might be broken...but when they came to
Yehowshua...he was dead already” (John 19:31 toB38his time, “the even was come” (Mk. 15:42)ywis

late afternoon. The lawaid: “His body shall not remain all night upon thee, but thou shalt in any wise
bury him that day” (Deut. 21:23). In the time remaining before sundpown the day before the high day
Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathaea obtained permissiaemove the body. He and Nicodemus prepared the
body for burial with linen clothes and spices, plgdt in a nearby tomb (John 19:38-42)—all of thising
completed by sundown.

If the resurrection took place at the same timealaf as when Yehowshuaas buried—only three days
later—this would place the resurrection close todewvn, not sunrise. A sunrise resurrection would have
required an extra night—three days &odr nights. This was not the case, of course. Thoseaglme to the
tomb at sunrise, instead of withessing the restioreat that precise time, found the tomb empty (W& 2).
John’s account tells us that Mary Magdalene cantegdomb that morning when “It was yadrk” and he
was not there (John 20:1,2).

The gospel writers tell of several different visigde by the disciples to the tomb on that first dathe
week. Ineveryinstance, they found the torelmpty An angel said:

“He Is not here: for He Is risen, as He said” (M28&:6). The first day of the week was when theiglss
discovereche was risen (Lk. 24:1,2, etc.), lmawhere does the Bible actually say thiswas the time of the
resurrection.

The only verse which seems to teach a Sunday ngresurrection is Mark 16:9: “Now when Yehowshua
was risen early the first day of the week, he apxkérst to Mary Magdalene...” But this verse does say
he was “rising” or that he “did rise” at that timé says that when the first day of the week cahee;was
risen”—past perfect tense.

Since there were no punctuation marks in the Graekuscripts from which our New Testament was
translated, the phrase “early the first day ofviteek” could just as correctly—some thintore correctly—
belinked with the time Yehowshua appeared to Mary.sByply placing the comma after the word “risen,”
this verse would read: “Now when Yehowshua wasigarly theirst day of the week he appeared first to
Mary Magdalene.” This seems to be the intended mgaifor the verses that. follow show that Mark was
recording the various appearances that Yehowshu nmat explaining on which day the resurrectiarkto
place.

When Sunday morning came, Yehowshua had alreaéwn,rihe resurrection having taken place around
sundown of the day before. Counting back three eaydd bring us to Wednesday. Would this make three
days and three nights? Yes, Wednesday night, Tayrsught and Friday night —three nights: also
Thursday, Friday and Saturday—three days. This avmdke a total of exactly three days and threetsigh

72 hours.

One day after Wednesday would be Thursday, two détgs Wednesday would be Friday, and “the third
day” after Wednesday would be Saturday.

But what about the words of the two disciples om tiiad to Emmaus: “But we trusted that it had been h
which should have redeemed Israel, and besidéialltbday is theéhird day since these things were done”
(Luke. 24:21)? Because this happened on the fagtal the week (verse 13), and this was “the tliag
since these things were done,” would this not iadidhat Yehowshua died on Friday? It could, itpaf a
day are counted as a whole day.



On the other hand, counted another way, one dagé8iFriday would have been Saturday, the secogd da
“since” Friday would have been Sunday, andttiied day “since” Friday would have been Monday! This
cannot be correct, nor would this method of countimdicate Friday was the day of the crucifixion.

In seeking to offer an explanation, we submit thikotving: They had talked abotill these things which
had happened” (verse 14)—more than just one elfétitese things” included the arrest, the crudiix, the
burial, and the setting of the seal and watch ¢lvertomb, all of these things were not done urtiifEday.
Yehowshua, we have noticed, was crucified on theparation” (Wednesday). “The next day [Thursday],
that followed the day of the preparation, the clpieésts and Pharisees came together unto PikategsSir,

we remember that that deceiver said, while he vedsalve, After three days | will rise again. Conmmda
therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until

the third day, lest higdlisciples come by night, and steal him away” (M2#:62-66). For this reason, the
tomb was sealed and guarded. “These things” werduig completed—were not “done”—until the tomb
was sealed and guarded. This happened, as we laadyaseen, on Thursday of that week, the high day
Sunday, then, would have been “the third day sthese things were done,” but not the third dayesithe
crucifixion.

Because Yehowshua was crucified on the day befoeeSabbath, it is understandable why Friday is
commonly believed to be the day of the crucifixi@ut the Sabbath that followed his death was net th
weekly Sabbath. It was an annual Sabbath—"for tabbath was an high dagdohn 19:14,31). This
Sabbath could fall on any day of the week andykat, apparently, it came on Thursday.

Yehowshua was crucified and buried on the prepgaratiay (Wednesday), the next day was the high day
Sabbath (Thursday), then Friday, followed by thekiye Sabbath (Saturday). Understanding that thenew
two Sabbaths that week explains how the Father's Aadif@on could be crucified on the dbgforethe
Sabbath, was already risen from the tomb when dlyafier the Sabbath came—and yet fulfilled his sign of
three days and three nights.

A careful comparison of Mark 16:1 with Luke 23:5yides further evidence there were two Sabbathis th
week—with a common work day between the two. Ma&KLIsays: “And when the Sabbath was past, Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of James, and Salbmght* sweet spices that they might come and
anoint him.” (+ The King James Version is the otrgnslation (of many we have checked) that uses the
indefinite “had bought” All others have correctindered this as “bought.” It is not uncommon fas therse

to be read as though the women “brought” spices, tha word is “bought,” one letter making the
difference!) This verse states that it wafter the Sabbath when these women bought their spiagee L
23:56, however, states that they prepared the spicdafter preparing them, rested on the Sabbath: “And
they returned, and prepared spices and ointmenid; r@sted the Sabbath day according to the
Commandment.” The one verse says it was after #8ib&h the women bought spices the other verse says
they prepared the spicéeforethe Sabbath. Since they could mepare the spices until they had first
purchased them, the evidence for two different Stisbthat week seems conclusive.

Writing in Eternity magazine, its editor, Donald Grey Barnhouse, saigersonally have always held that
there were two Sabbaths in our Lord’s last wedle-3aturday Sabbath and the Passover Sabbatlajttre |
being on Thursday. They hastened to take his badyndafter a Wednesday crucifixion and he was three
days and three nights (at least 72 hours) in thebtbHe cites evidence from the Dead Sea Scrollghvh
would place the Last Supper on Tuesday and quaodes & Roman Catholic Journal published in Franaé th
“an ancient Christian tradition, attested to by ielascalia Apostolorum as well as by Epiphaniud an
Victorinus of Pettau (died 304) gives Tuesday ewgrais the date of the Last Supper and prescrifaest éor
Wednesday to commemorate the capture of CliEgstrnity June, 1958 )



Though strongly holding to the Friday crucifixiohhe Catholic Encyclopedisays that not all scholars have
believed this way. Epiphanius, Lactantius, Wesdotssiodorus and Gregory of Tours are mentioned as
rejecting Friday as the day of the crucifixidithe Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 8 .p.378, artictdesus
Christ.”)

In his bookBible Questions Answered/. L. Pettingill, gives this question and answédn“‘what day of the
week was our Lord crucified? To us It Is perfectlgvious that the crucifixion was on Wednesday.”
(Pentingill, Bible Questions Answered, p.182)

Dake’s Annotated Reference Bilslgys in a note on Matthew 12:40: “Christ was deadHree full days and
for three full nights. He was put in the grave Wesbhay just before sunset and was resurrected anthef
Saturday at sunset. ... No statement says thatasebwried Friday at sunset. This would make hirthe
grave only one day and one night, proving his ovards untrue.”(Dake’s Annotated Reference Bible, p.
13)

The quotations given here from various ministers @specially significant since this belief was to¢
generally accepted position of the various churganizations with which they were affiliated. Incbu
cases, men speak from conviction, not merely caewee. Such was the case of R.A.Torrey, noted
evangelist and Bible institute dean, whose wordsttem In 1907) well sum up the basic position vevé
presented here:
“According to the commonly accepted tradition of tthurch, Jesus was crucified on Friday.. .andraiaed
from the dead very early in the morning of thedwling Sunday. Many readers of the Bible are puzibed
know how the interval between late Friday afternamal early Sunday morning can be figured out to be
three days and three nights. It seems rather tvd@ights, one day and a very small portion oftaapoday.
“The solution of this apparent difficulty proposked many commentators is that ‘a day and a nighgingply
another way of saying ‘a day,” and that the anclavts reckoned a fraction of a day as a whole .d&gre
are many persons whom this solution does not ahegeatisfy, and the writer is free to confessoiés not
satisfy him at all. It seems to me to be a makeshif

“The Bible nowhere says or implies that Jesus wasified and died on Friday. It is said that Jes#s
crucified on ‘the day before the Sabbath.’...Now Bible does not leave us to speculate in regawihioh
Sabbath is meant in this instance.. it was nodthebefore the weekly Sabbath (that is, Friday},ibwas

the day before the Passover Sabbath, which came/¢lar on Thursday---that is to say, the day orclwhi
Jesus Christ was crucified was Wednesday. Johnsribleas clear as day.

“Jesus was buried just about sunset on Wedneseéagng/-two hours later...he arose from the gravieeiV
the women visited the tomb just before dawn inrtfegning they found the grave already empty.

“There is absolutely nothing in favor of Friday cifixion, but everything in the Scriptures is petlg
harmonized by Wednesday crucifixion. It is rematkaiow many prophetical and typical passages of the
Old Testament are fulfilled and how many seemirsgmdipancies in the gospel narratives are straigtitent
when we once come to understand that Jesus di®denimesday, and not on Friday Torrey, Difficulties

and Alleged Errors and Contradictions in the Bilgp, 104-109.)

(Adapted from Babylon Mystery Religion Ancient adadern, by Ralph Edward Woodrow,International 8t Book Number
0-916938-00-x, 1990 Edition, Chapter 18, Threg<and Three Nights.

[Note* Thischapter has been removed from some editions))



